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About ISAUnited.org 
As a growing professional organization, ISAUnited.org® is striving to be a global association helping 
individuals and enterprises achieve the positive potential of technology. Technology powers today’s 
world, and ISAUnited equips security professionals with the knowledge, credentials, education, and 
community to advance their careers and transform their organizations. ISAUnited leverages the 
expertise of its community-engaged professionals in information and cyber security, governance, 
assurance, risk, and innovation.  ISAUnited promotes its global presence with its headquarters in the 
United States. 

 

Disclaimer 
ISAUnited has designed and created the ISAUnited Enterprise Security Architecture® 2024. The 
Framework Manual: The Enterprise Security Architecture is an overarching framework that 
allows organizations' business units, management, and architectural design practitioners to 
commit to collaboration and cohesiveness in designing and protecting the organization's 
architecture.  Security architect designers will better understand how to systematically manage 
architecture security and continuously measure progress to improve overall architecture 
security posture. This framework was created to integrate into any existing organization’s IT 
architecture maturity and any security frameworks or methods administered by the security 
team (the “Work”).  
 
ISAUnited does not claim that using any Work will ensure a successful outcome. The Work should only 
be considered inclusive of some proper information, procedures, and tests or exclusive of other 
information, procedures, and tests reasonably directed to obtaining the same results. In determining the 
propriety of any specific information, method, or test, enterprise governance of information and 
technology, assurance, risk, and security professionals should apply their professional judgment to the 
circumstances presented by the systems or information technology environment. 

 

Copyright 
© 2024 ISAUnited.org. All rights reserved. For usage guidelines, see 
https://www.isaunited.org/terms-and-conditions. 
 

ISAUnited.org 
1923 Washington Ave 
Houston, Texas 77007. 
Website: www.isaunited.org 
Email: info@isaunited.org 
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Abstract 
This ISAUnited Work outlines a new and modern threat-based approach to designing enterprise 
security architecture. It draws from well-known open frameworks and community professional 
members’ rich experience in architectural design and development.  In this ‘Work,’ we provide 
an overarching guide with an architectural process, framework, and methodology.  By the time 
you reach the Work conclusion, you should have a firm grasp of the various components of the 
ISAUnited framework and how they form the foundation for your next enterprise architecture. 
 
 

Our Philosophy 
‘Evangelizing a commitment to strategizing and planning security-by-design as an essential foundation 
for creating safe, secure, and resilient technologies. We believe that security should not be an 
afterthought but an integral component woven into the fabric of every architectural and engineering 
endeavor. By embracing a proactive approach, we empower teams to anticipate and mitigate potential 
threats from the outset, ensuring the safety and well-being of people and technology. Through 
meticulous planning, rigorous analysis, and a dedication to excellence, we strive to design technologies 
that meet the highest security standards and inspire trust, confidence, and peace of mind.’ 
 
 

Audience 
This work will benefit architects, engineers, and analysts engaged in security architecture. As a 
prerequisite, you should be well-versed in information technology fundamentals, network and 
security design concepts, and generic security architectural concepts and frameworks. 
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Our Pledge 
All security architecture designers must adhere to, apply, integrate, mandate, and champion our 

comprehensive set of core elements.  These core elements encapsulate the guiding philosophy for 

security architects, establishing a framework that safeguards digital landscapes and contributes to 

broader societal well-being. From embracing best practices to fostering inclusivity, ethical conduct, and 

continuous learning, these 10 core elements serve as the foundation upon which ISAUnited builds a 

community dedicated to the relentless pursuit of excellence in security architecture design. In unison, 

these guiding principles chart a course toward a future where security architects play an indispensable 

role in shaping secure, resilient, and sustainable digital ecosystems. 

 

The SDE can be reviewed and downloaded here: https://www.isaunited.org/isaunited-security-

architecture-security-by-design-pledge 

https://www.isaunited.org/isaunited-security-architecture-security-by-design-pledge
https://www.isaunited.org/isaunited-security-architecture-security-by-design-pledge
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Document Management 
Document: ISAU-SG-201-v1.2024-ESS 
 
 

Forward 
This framework presents methods and practices for integrating security by design into security 
operations. Because of the complexity of technical architecture designs, this framework does 
not designate practices or instructions for every specific situation. 
 

Shall: As used in a standard, “shall” denotes a minimum requirement for conformance.  
 

Should: As used in a standard, “should” denotes a recommendation that is advised but not 
required to conform to the standard. 
 

This framework should be used in conjunction with the practices described in the following 

ISAUnited standards and publications when appropriate (use the latest version): 

• ISAUnited’s Well-Secured-Architected Model 
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Enterprise Segmentation 
Strategy Guide 

 

Executive Summary 

Enterprise segmentation is a crucial security strategy that involves dividing an organization's 
network into smaller, isolated segments or zones. The primary goal is to prevent lateral 
movement of threats and limit the potential impact of a security breach. Here's why enterprise 
segmentation is essential: 

• Contain Threats and Limit Lateral Movement: Organizations gain significant control by 
segmenting the network. They can contain threats and prevent them from spreading 
laterally across the entire network. If a breach occurs in one segment, the attacker's 
access is restricted to that zone, minimizing the potential damage and protecting other 
critical assets. 

• Enhance Access Control: Network segmentation allows organizations to implement 
granular access controls and security policies tailored to each segment's unique 
requirements. This ensures that only authorized users and devices can access specific 
resources, reducing the attack surface and mitigating the risk of unauthorized access. 

• Protect Critical Assets: Organizations can prioritize protecting their most sensitive data 
and critical systems by isolating them in separate, highly secured segments. This 
approach focuses security efforts and resources on the areas that require the highest 
level of protection, minimizing the risk of data breaches or system compromises. 

• Improve Compliance: Many regulatory frameworks and industry standards, such as PCI-
DSS, HIPAA, and GDPR, mandate the implementation of network segmentation to 
safeguard sensitive data. Organizations can meet these regulations by segmenting the 
network and avoiding potential fines or legal consequences. This is a significant 
reassurance in today's complex regulatory landscape. 

• Streamline Security Management: Network segmentation simplifies security 
management by allowing organizations to apply specific security controls and policies to 
each segment. This targeted approach reduces complexity and enables more efficient 
monitoring, incident response, and security operations. 

• Enhance Network Performance: By separating network traffic based on business 
functions or security requirements, organizations can optimize network performance 
and ensure that critical applications receive the necessary bandwidth and resources 
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1. Introduction 
 
 

Overview of Enterprise Segmentation and Its Importance in the Organization's Security 
Posture 
Enterprise segmentation is a critical security strategy that divides an organization's IT 
environment into smaller, manageable, and secure segments. This approach is essential in 
enhancing the overall security posture by limiting the attack surface, preventing lateral 
movement of threats, and ensuring that sensitive data and critical applications are adequately 
protected. Organizations can achieve a robust, multi-layered defense mechanism that aligns 
with modern security best practices by implementing network and cloud segmentation. 
 

Key Drivers and Objectives for Implementing Enterprise Segmentation 
The primary drivers for implementing an enterprise segmentation strategy include enhancing 
security, complying with regulatory requirements, and improving manageability. Key objectives 
are to: 

• Enhance Security: Isolate critical assets to prevent unauthorized access and minimize 
the impact of potential breaches. 

• Compliance: Meet regulatory and industry standards by protecting sensitive data and 
ensuring proper access controls. 

• Improve Manageability: Simplify the management of IT resources by organizing them 
into logical segments, each with specific security policies and controls. 

 

Background: Brief Overview of the Organization’s Current IT Environment and Security 
Posture 
Organizations operate a complex IT environment that combines on-premises network 
infrastructure and cloud-based services. Currently, our security posture relies on a mix of 
traditional perimeter defenses and ad-hoc security measures across different environments. 
While these measures provide a basic level of protection, the growing sophistication of cyber 
threats and the increasing complexity of our IT landscape necessitate a more structured and 
comprehensive approach to security. 
 

Rationale: The Need for Segmentation in Mitigating Risks and Improving Security 
The need for segmentation arises from the inherent risks associated with a flat network 
architecture and dispersed cloud resources. An attacker who breaches the perimeter can access 
various systems and data without proper segmentation. Segmentation mitigates this risk by 
creating isolated zones, thereby containing any potential breach and limiting its impact. 
Additionally, segmentation helps enforce strict access controls, monitor traffic more effectively, 
and respond to security incidents swiftly. This proactive approach significantly improves our 
ability to protect sensitive information, maintain compliance, and ensure business continuity. 
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2. Problem Statement 

Organizations operate a complex and extensive IT infrastructure that spans multiple on-
premises data centers, cloud platforms, and remote access solutions. This intricate 
environment presents significant challenges in maintaining a robust security posture and 
effectively mitigating risks associated with cyber threats and data breaches. 

One of the primary concerns is the lack of adequate segmentation within the network and 
cloud environments. The current architecture relies heavily on traditional perimeter-based 
security measures, which may not be sufficient to protect against sophisticated threats or 
insider attacks. The interconnected nature of systems and applications increases the risk of 
lateral movement, where a successful breach in one area could compromise other parts of the 
infrastructure. 

Additionally, the organization's diverse range of applications and services, each with varying 
sensitivity and compliance requirements, further complicates the security landscape. Ensuring 
proper access controls, data isolation and regulatory compliance across this heterogeneous 
environment becomes increasingly challenging without a well-defined segmentation strategy. 

The rapid adoption of cloud services and the migration of critical workloads to multiple cloud 
platforms have introduced new complexities. Maintaining consistent security policies, 
monitoring, and incident response across these disparate cloud environments is a significant 
challenge, mainly when dealing with shared responsibility models and varying cloud provider 
security controls. 

Furthermore, the organization's growing remote workforce and the increasing use of mobile 
devices and Internet of Things (IoT) technologies have expanded the attack surface, making it 
more challenging to enforce granular access controls and secure sensitive data effectively. 

Without a comprehensive enterprise segmentation strategy that encompasses both network 
and cloud environments, organizations face the following critical risks: 

• Difficulty in maintaining visibility and control over data flows, access patterns, and 
security events across the complex and distributed IT environment. 

• Organizations lack visibility and control over data flows, access patterns, and security 
events across their complex and distributed IT infrastructure, increasing the risk of cyber 
threats and data breaches. 

• Without proper segmentation, organizations struggle to implement granular access 
controls, enforce the principle of least privilege, and mitigate the risk of unauthorized 
access or lateral movement of threats across their network and cloud environments. 
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• Lack of segmentation hinders organizations' ability to comply with industry regulations 
and standards, such as PCI-DSS, HIPAA, and GDPR, by failing to isolate and protect 
sensitive data and systems adequately. 

• Organizations face challenges in optimizing security monitoring, incident response, and 
containment efforts due to the interconnected nature of their systems and applications, 
allowing threats to propagate rapidly across the infrastructure. 

• Without a segmented architecture, organizations struggle to align with industry best 
practices and security frameworks, such as zero trust and defense-in-depth, 
compromising their overall security posture and resilience. 

• Unsegmented environments make it difficult for organizations to scale and adapt to 
evolving business needs, hindering their ability to integrate new technologies cloud 
services, and seamlessly accommodate growth. 

• The absence of segmentation can lead to performance bottlenecks and inefficient 
resource allocation, as critical applications and services may not receive the necessary 
bandwidth and resources due to network congestion and lack of traffic separation. 

 

3. Purpose 

Implementing an enterprise segmentation strategy for networking and cloud environments 
enhances the organization's overall security posture by limiting the potential impact of cyber 
threats, improving access control, and ensuring compliance with industry regulations and 
standards. 

• Contain Threats and Limit Lateral Movement: By segmenting the network and cloud 
infrastructure into isolated zones, the strategy aims to prevent the lateral movement of 
threats across the entire environment. In the event of a successful breach, the impact 
will be contained within the affected segment, minimizing the potential damage and 
protecting critical assets and data in other segments. 

• Implement Granular Access Controls: The segmentation strategy enables the 
organization to enforce granular access controls and security policies tailored to the 
specific requirements of each segment. This approach aligns with the principle of least 
privilege, ensuring that users, applications, and services have access only to the 
resources they require, reducing the overall attack surface and mitigating the risk of 
unauthorized access. 

• Enhance Data Protection and Regulatory Compliance: By isolating sensitive data and 
systems into separate, highly secured segments, the strategy aims to strengthen data 
protection measures and facilitate compliance with relevant industry regulations and 
standards, such as PCI-DSS, HIPAA, and GDPR. This approach ensures that regulated 
data and critical assets are safeguarded with appropriate security controls and access 
restrictions. 
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• Improve Security Monitoring and Incident Response: The segmentation strategy 
enables more focused and effective security monitoring and incident response efforts. 
By isolating network and cloud segments, security teams can concentrate their efforts 
on specific areas, reducing noise from irrelevant events and enabling faster detection 
and response to potential threats. 

• Optimize Network and Cloud Performance: By separating network and cloud traffic 
based on business functions, security requirements, or resource demands, the 
segmentation strategy aims to optimize performance and ensure critical applications 
and services receive the necessary bandwidth and resources, minimizing congestion and 
improving overall efficiency. 

• Align with Security Best Practices: Implementing an enterprise segmentation strategy 
that aligns with industry best practices and security frameworks, such as zero trust, 
defense-in-depth, and risk management strategies. This approach demonstrates the 
organization's commitment to maintaining a robust and resilient security posture, 
adapting to evolving threats and business needs. 

By achieving these purposes, the enterprise segmentation strategy will fortify the organization's 
defenses against cyber threats, protect critical assets and data, and ensure compliance with 
regulatory requirements. This comprehensive approach will ultimately contribute to the 
organization's network and cloud environments' overall security, resilience, and operational 
efficiency, instilling a sense of reassurance and confidence in the strategy's effectiveness. 
 

4. Objectives 

• Enhance Security 
o Isolate critical assets to prevent unauthorized access. 
o Minimize the impact of potential breaches by containing threats within 

segments. 
o Implement robust access controls across all network and cloud environments. 

• Improve Manageability 
o Simplify the management of IT resources by organizing them into logical 

segments. 
o Streamline security policy enforcement through centralized controls. 
o Reduce complexity by standardizing segmentation practices across the 

organization. 
• Ensure Compliance 

o Align segmentation practices with regulatory requirements and industry 
standards. 

o Protect sensitive data to meet compliance mandates. 
o Facilitate easier auditing and reporting by maintaining consistent security 

controls. 
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• Increase Visibility and Control 
o Enhance monitoring capabilities to gain better visibility into network and cloud 

traffic. 
o Implement continuous monitoring and threat detection across all segments. 
o Enable rapid incident response by isolating and containing threats effectively. 

• Optimize Resource Allocation 
o Reduce strain on IT and security teams by automating segmentation tasks. 
o Allocate resources more efficiently by targeting high-risk areas with appropriate 

security measures. 
o Ensure consistent application of security policies across all segments, minimizing 

redundant efforts. 
• Support Business Continuity 

o Protect critical business functions by ensuring they are isolated from potential 
threats. 

o Maintain high availability and resilience of IT resources through effective 
segmentation. 

o Reduce the risk of widespread outages by containing incidents within specific 
segments. 

By achieving these objectives, we aim to build a secure, compliant, and manageable IT 
environment that supports the organization's strategic goals and operational efficiency. 
 

5. Scope 
 

The scope of this enterprise segmentation strategy encompasses the organization's entire IT 
infrastructure, including on-premises data centers, cloud platforms, and remote access 
solutions. Given the complex and interconnected nature of our network and cloud 
environments, coupled with the increasing adoption of cloud services and the growing remote 
workforce, there is a critical need to implement robust segmentation controls. With adequate 
segmentation, the organization can avoid heightened cyber threats, data breaches, regulatory 
non-compliance, and inefficient incident response risks. By segmenting the network and cloud 
infrastructure into isolated zones with granular access controls, tailored security policies, and 
enhanced monitoring capabilities, the organization can effectively limit the potential impact of 
security incidents, protect sensitive data, and ensure compliance with industry regulations. This 
comprehensive strategy aligns with industry best practices and security frameworks, enabling 
the organization to maintain a strong security posture while optimizing performance and 
facilitating scalability across its diverse IT environment. 
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6. Segmentation Principles 
 

Implementing an effective enterprise segmentation strategy requires adhering to well-defined 
design principles that align with industry best practices and the organization's security 
requirements. These principles are a foundation for creating a robust and scalable 
segmentation architecture that can adapt to evolving business needs and emerging threats. 

• Least Privilege and Zero Trust 
o Implement a least privilege or zero trust approach, granting only the minimum 

necessary access rights to users, applications, and services within each 
segmented zone. 

o Continuously validate trust levels and enforce strict access controls, assuming no 
implicit trust within or between segments. 

• Defense in Depth 
o Apply multiple layers of security controls across different segments, ensuring 

that if one layer fails, others can provide protection. 
o Combine segmentation with other security measures like firewalls, intrusion 

detection/prevention systems (IDS/IPS), encryption, and endpoint security. 
• Data Classification and Isolation 

o Classify data based on sensitivity levels and isolate sensitive data into separate, 
highly secured segments. 

o Implement strict access controls and monitoring mechanisms for critical or 
regulated data segments. 

• Identity and Access Management (IAM) 
o Integrate segmentation strategies with robust IAM solutions, ensuring consistent 

access controls and authentication mechanisms across segments. 
o Leverage role-based access control (RBAC), multi-factor authentication (MFA), 

and principles like least privilege and separation of duties. 
• Automation and Orchestration 

o Automate the application and enforcement of security policies, access controls, 
and segmentation rules across dynamic cloud and network environments. 

o Leverage automation tools and infrastructure-as-code (IaC) practices to ensure 
consistent and scalable security implementations. 

• Continuous Monitoring and Auditing 
o Implement comprehensive monitoring, logging, and auditing mechanisms to 

detect and respond to potential threats within each segment. 
o Regularly review and audit the segmentation architecture, configurations, and 

access controls to identify and remediate vulnerabilities or misconfigurations. 
• Compliance and Regulatory Alignment 

o Design segmentation strategies with compliance requirements in mind, ensuring 
adherence to relevant industry regulations and standards (e.g., PCI-DSS, HIPAA, 
GDPR). 
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o Leverage segmentation to isolate and protect regulated data and systems, 
facilitating compliance efforts. 

• Risk-Based Approach 
o Conduct thorough risk assessments to identify critical assets, data flows, and 

potential threats. 
o Prioritize segmentation efforts based on risk levels, focusing on high-risk areas 

and assets that require enhanced protection. 

By incorporating these security principles into their segmentation strategies, security architects 
can establish a robust and resilient security posture, mitigating risks and protecting critical 
assets across cloud and network environments. 

 

7. Strategic Planning Roles and Duties  
 

Developing and implementing an effective enterprise segmentation strategy requires close 

collaboration and participation from various stakeholders, including security architect 

designers, security engineers, solution architects, DevOps teams, and business stakeholders. 

This collaborative approach ensures that segmentation aligns with security principles and 

business objectives, fostering a comprehensive and holistic solution. 
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Effective collaboration among these diverse teams and stakeholders is essential for successful 

enterprise segmentation implementation. Regular communication, cross-functional meetings, 

and shared documentation facilitate a common understanding of the segmentation goals, 

requirements, and implementation plans. 

By fostering a collaborative environment, organizations can leverage the collective expertise of 
security professionals, architects, engineers, and business stakeholders. This approach ensures 
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that the enterprise segmentation strategy addresses security concerns and supports business 
agility, operational efficiency, and overall organizational success. 
 

8. Current State Assessment 
 

Conducting a Thorough Gap Analysis for Network and Cloud Segmentation 

To effectively implement an enterprise segmentation strategy, it is essential to conduct a 
thorough gap analysis. This process helps identify the current state of your network and cloud 
environments, recognize existing gaps, and plan appropriate measures to enhance 
segmentation. The gap analysis involves three key elements: Discovery, Collect, and Analyze. 

Discovery (Know Your Architecture) 

Objective: To gain a comprehensive understanding of your existing network and cloud 
architecture. 

• Inventory of Assets: Inventory all assets within your network and cloud environments. 
This includes servers, workstations, network devices, applications, and data stores. 

• Map the Environment: Develop detailed maps of your network and cloud architecture. 
Identify all connections, dependencies, and data flows between different components. 

• Identify Segments: Determine the current segmentation of your network and cloud 
environments. Identify network segments, subnets, virtual private clouds (VPCs), and 
other segmentations. 

• Understand Current Policies: Review security policies and controls for different 
segments. Document how access controls, firewalls, and other security measures are 
configured and enforced. 

Outcome: A clear and detailed understanding of the current architecture, highlighting how 
different components are organized and protected. 

Collect (The Right Data) 

Objective: To gather relevant and accurate data that will inform your analysis. 

• Traffic Data: Collect network traffic data to understand segment communication 
patterns. Tools like network analyzers, SIEM systems, and cloud monitoring services are 
used to gather this information. 

• Access Logs: Gather logs from IAM systems, firewalls, and applications to track who is 
accessing what resources and from where. 



www.isaunited.org 
info@ISAUnited.org 
Houston, TX 

/isaunited 

 ISAU-SG-201-v1.2024-ESS 

 

 

Page 18 of 41 
 
 

• Security Incidents: Review records of past security incidents to identify common 
vulnerabilities and threats that have exploited segmentation weaknesses. 

• Compliance Reports: Collect reports from compliance audits to understand regulatory 
requirements and previous gaps highlighted by auditors. 

Outcome: A rich dataset that provides insights into how the network and cloud environments 
are currently used and secured. 

Analyze (Data Findings) 

Objective: To interpret the collected data and identify gaps between the current and desired 
segmentation states. 

• Traffic Analysis: Analyze the network traffic data to identify inappropriate or 
unnecessary communications between segments. Find patterns indicating potential 
security risks, such as unsegmented traffic between sensitive and less secure zones. 

• Access Control Analysis: Review access logs to ensure permissions align with the least 
privilege principle. Identify any over-privileged accounts or instances where access 
controls are too lax. 

• Incident Analysis: Examine past security incidents to determine if they could have been 
prevented or mitigated with better segmentation. Identify common points of failure or 
frequent attack vectors. 

• Compliance Gap Analysis: Compare the current segmentation state against regulatory 
requirements and industry best practices. Identify areas where your current setup falls 
short of compliance standards. 

Outcome: A detailed analysis highlighting specific gaps in your network and cloud 
segmentation, providing a clear understanding of where improvements are needed. 

Conducting a thorough gap analysis using the elements of Discovery, collection, and Analysis is 
crucial for understanding the current state of your network and cloud segmentation. This 
process helps identify vulnerabilities, inefficiencies, and areas where your security posture can 
be enhanced. By addressing these gaps, you can develop a more robust enterprise 
segmentation strategy that effectively mitigates risks, ensures compliance, and improves 
overall security. 
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9. Implementation 
 

Network Segmentation 
 

Network segmentation is critical to an organization's security strategy and should be planned 

and implemented within a well-defined framework. A comprehensive network segmentation 

strategy involves identifying and classifying sensitive assets, applications, and data based on 

their criticality and risk exposure. This classification forms the basis for logically dividing the 

network into separate zones or segments, each with security controls and access policies. The 

segmentation strategy should align with the organization's risk management objectives, 

compliance requirements, and business priorities, ensuring that sensitive resources are 

adequately protected while maintaining operational efficiency. 

Organizations can establish a defense-in-depth posture by adopting a structured approach to 

network segmentation, limiting the potential impact of security breaches and minimizing the 

attack surface. The segmentation strategy should encompass various technologies and 

architectures, such as VLANs, VRFs, micro-segmentation, and zero trust principles, to achieve 

the desired isolation level and granular access control. Additionally, the strategy should 

incorporate automation and orchestration capabilities to streamline policy management, 

enable consistent enforcement across the entire network infrastructure, and facilitate rapid 

response to evolving threats. Effective network segmentation requires ongoing monitoring, 

testing, and refinement to ensure its effectiveness in protecting the organization's critical assets 

and maintaining business continuity. 

• Define Segmentation Criteria and Zones 
o Establish network segment criteria, such as data sensitivity, compliance 

requirements, business functions, or risk levels. 
o Determine the appropriate number of segments or zones to balance security and 

operational efficiency, avoiding over-segmentation or under-segmentation. 
o Classify assets, applications, and data based on sensitivity and map them to the 

corresponding segmentation zones. 
• Select Segmentation Technologies and Approaches 

o Evaluate physical segmentation (firewalls, routers) and logical segmentation 
(VLANs, software-defined networking) based on requirements and existing 
infrastructure. 

o Leverage technologies like identity-based access controls, micro-segmentation, 
and software-defined networking for granular segmentation and policy 
enforcement. 
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o Integrate segmentation with identity and access management (IAM) solutions 
for user and device authentication and authorization. 

• Develop Policies, Controls, and Monitoring 
o Define granular security policies, access controls, and traffic filtering rules for 

each segmented zone. 
o Implement robust monitoring, logging, and auditing mechanisms to detect and 

respond to potential threats within each segment. 
o Establish processes for continuous monitoring, incident response, and periodic 

reviews of the segmentation architecture. 
• Align with Broader Security Strategies 

o Integrate the network segmentation strategy with the organization's security 
framework, such as zero trust, defense-in-depth, and risk management 
strategies. 

o Ensure compliance with relevant industry regulations and standards (e.g., PCI-
DSS, HIPAA, GDPR) through appropriate segmentation controls. 

o Continuously review and update the segmentation strategy to adapt to evolving 
threats, business needs, and technological advancements. 

Network Segmentation Design Examples: 

VRF examples: 

• Create separate VRF instances with an independent routing and forwarding table to 
logically segment the network into multiple virtual routing domains. 

• Assign interfaces or sub-interfaces to different VRF instances to segregate traffic flows 
and enforce isolation between the VRFs. 

• Configure static routes or enable routing protocols like OSPF or EIGRP within each VRF 
instance to facilitate routing within that virtual routing domain. 

• Use route distinguishers (RDs) and route targets (RTs) to enable sharing of routes 
between VRF instances when needed while maintaining separation. 

• Implement VRF on routers or Layer 3 switches to segment networks without requiring 
multiple physical devices. 

• Leverage VRF in service provider environments to provide separate virtual private 
networks (VPNs) to customers with overlapping IP address spaces. 

• Utilize VRF in enterprise networks to isolate traffic between departments, applications, 
or security zones while conserving IP addresses. 

SASE examples: 

• SASE combines network security functions like SWG, CASB, FWaaS, and ZTNA with WAN 
capabilities into a unified cloud-native service model for secure access from anywhere. 

• With SASE, security policies and network segmentation can be consistently enforced 
across all edges, including branch offices, mobile users, and cloud resources. 
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• The SASE architecture enables automated and centralized management of security and 
networking policies, reducing the complexity of managing distributed security 
appliances. 

• SASE solutions leverage identity-based zero-trust access controls and micro-
segmentation to provide granular, least-privileged access to applications and resources. 

• By integrating security and networking functions, SASE simplifies the implementation of 
secure segmentation across hybrid and multi-cloud environments. 

• The cloud-native nature of SASE allows for seamless scalability and agility in adapting to 
changing business needs and security requirements. 

• SASE solutions can leverage machine learning and automation to monitor and adapt 
security policies continuously, enabling proactive threat detection and response. 

• With SASE, organizations can achieve consistent security posture and segmentation 
across their entire distributed network, reducing the attack surface and minimizing risk. 

VLANs examples: 

• VLANs allow logical segmenting of a single physical network into multiple broadcast 
domains to isolate traffic for security and performance reasons. 

• Different user groups, departments, or application types can be assigned to separate 
VLANs to restrict unnecessary communication between them. 

• VLANs enable the segregation of sensitive systems like servers or databases onto 
dedicated VLANs for enhanced protection from threats originating on user VLANs. 

• Guest wireless networks are commonly implemented using a separate VLAN to prevent 
unauthorized access to the internal network. 

• VLANs can separate management traffic from user data traffic for improved control and 
monitoring. 

• In large enterprise networks, VLANs facilitate breaking up broadcast domains to 
improve performance by reducing unnecessary broadcast traffic. 

• VLANs simplify network administration by allowing logical grouping of devices based on 
roles or functions rather than physical locations. 

• When used with access control lists, VLANs provide an additional layer of security by 
restricting inter-VLAN communication. 

Figure. X 

+-------------------+ 

|      Router       | 

+-------------------+ 

| 

+-------------------+ 

|      Switch       | 

+--------+----------+ 

| 
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+--------V----------+ 

|   VLAN 10 (Users) | 

|                   | 

| +-----+ +-----+   | 

| |User1| |User2|   | 

| +-----+ +-----+   | 

+--------+----------+ 

| 

+--------V----------+ 

| VLAN 20 (Servers) | 

|                   | 

|  +-------+        | 

|  | Server|        | 

|  +-------+        | 

+--------+----------+ 

| 

+--------V----------+ 

|VLAN 30 (Databases)| 

|                   | 

|  +--------+       | 

|  |Database|       | 

|  +--------+       | 

+--------+----------+ 

| 

+--------V----------+ 

| VLAN 40 (Wireless)| 

|   Guest Network   | 

|                   | 

|   +-------+       | 

|   | Guest |       | 

|   +-------+       | 

+--------+----------+ 

| 

+--------V----------+ 

|VLAN 50 (Management)| 

|  Network Mgmt     | 

|                   | 

|   +-------+       | 

|   |  NMS  |       | 

|   +-------+       | 

+--------+----------+ 

In this diagram, the network is segmented into multiple VLANs: 



www.isaunited.org 
info@ISAUnited.org 
Houston, TX 

/isaunited 

 ISAU-SG-201-v1.2024-ESS 

 

 

Page 23 of 41 
 
 

VLAN 10 is dedicated to user devices, isolating their traffic from other network segments. 

VLAN 20 hosts servers, providing enhanced protection from threats originating on user VLANs. 

VLAN 30 is reserved for databases, further isolating sensitive systems. 

VLAN 40 is a separate guest wireless network, preventing unauthorized access to the internal 
network. 

VLAN 50 is used for network management traffic, separating it from user data traffic for 
improved control and monitoring. 

The VLANs are connected to a switch, which is then connected to a router for inter-VLAN 
communication and routing. Access control lists (ACLs) can be applied at the router or switch 
level to restrict inter-VLAN communication, providing an additional layer of security. 

This diagram illustrates how VLANs can be used to logically segment a single physical network 
into multiple broadcast domains, isolating traffic for security and performance reasons, and 
facilitating logical grouping of devices based on roles or functions. 

Hub and Spoke examples: 

• In a hub-and-spoke model, traffic from branch offices (spokes) is routed through a 
central hub site, enabling centralized security and policy enforcement for network 
segmentation. 

• The hub site can host security services like firewalls, intrusion prevention systems (IPS), 
and secure web gateways (SWG) to inspect and control traffic between segmented 
zones or VPNs. 

• By routing inter-VPN or inter-segment traffic through the hub, organizations can enforce 
strict access controls and prevent direct communication between untrusted network 
segments. 

• Hub sites can leverage advanced routing and forwarding capabilities, such as VRF 
(Virtual Routing and Forwarding), to maintain separate routing tables for each 
segmented network. 

• The hub-and-spoke design allows for efficient traffic inspection and policy enforcement 
at a central location, reducing the need for distributed security appliances at each 
branch site. 

• Organizations can implement multiple hub sites for redundancy and load balancing, 
ensuring high availability and resilience for critical network segmentation services. 

• The hub-and-spoke model simplifies the management and deployment of consistent 
security policies across the entire WAN, enabling centralized control over network 
segmentation. 
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• By leveraging SD-WAN capabilities, the hub-and-spoke architecture can dynamically 
route traffic across multiple WAN links, improving performance and resiliency for 
segmented networks. 

By following these best design practices and developing a comprehensive network 
segmentation strategy and plan, organizations can enhance their security posture, limit the 
impact of potential breaches, and better protect their critical assets and data across the 
enterprise network infrastructure. 

 

Cloud Segmentation 

Implementing effective network segmentation in the cloud requires a well-defined strategy and 
planning framework aligning with the organization's security posture, compliance 
requirements, and business objectives. A comprehensive cloud segmentation strategy should 
begin with thoroughly assessing the organization's cloud environment, including identifying 
critical assets, data flows, and potential risk vectors. This assessment forms the basis for 
classifying resources and workloads into logical segments based on their sensitivity, regulatory 
requirements, and interdependencies. 

The cloud segmentation strategy should leverage a defense-in-depth approach, combining 
various segmentation techniques such as virtual networks, subnets, security groups, and cloud-
native services to create multiple isolation and access control layers. Additionally, the strategy 
should incorporate automation and orchestration capabilities to streamline the deployment 
and management of segmentation policies, ensuring consistent enforcement across the entire 
cloud infrastructure. Continuous monitoring, logging, and auditing mechanisms should be 
implemented to maintain visibility, detect anomalies, and facilitate incident response within the 
segmented cloud environment. By adopting a structured and proactive approach to cloud 
segmentation, organizations can effectively mitigate risks, enhance security posture, and 
maintain compliance while enabling agility and scalability in the cloud. 

 

Cloud Segmentation Design Examples: 

Landing Zone examples: 

• Create separate landing zones for different business units, applications, or environments 
(dev/test/prod) to isolate and segment workloads and data. 

• Implement network segmentation within each landing zone using VPCs/VNets, subnets, 
network security groups, and routing policies to control traffic flows.  

• Leverage identity and access management controls to restrict access to landing zone 
resources based on the principle of least privilege. 
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• Define and consistently enforce security and compliance policies across all landing zones 
through centralized policy management and governance. 

• Utilize landing zones to segment and isolate high-risk or regulated workloads from other 
environments for enhanced security and compliance. 

• Enable secure communication between landing zones through controlled gateways or 
transit networks while maintaining segmentation. 

• Monitor and log activity across all landing zones to maintain visibility, detect threats, 
and ensure adherence to security policies. 

• Automate the deployment and configuration of landing zones using Infrastructure as 
Code (IaC) for consistent and repeatable segmentation. 

 

Hub and Spoke examples: 

• Create a central "hub" virtual network (VNet/VPC) to host shared services, security 
controls, and connectivity components like VPN/ExpressRoute gateways. 

• Deploy separate "spoke" VNets/VPCs for different workloads, applications, 
environments (dev/test/prod), or business units to achieve isolation and segmentation.  

• Connect the spoke VNets/VPCs to the hub using peering, VPN tunnels, or transit 
gateways, enabling controlled communication between segments. 

• Implement centralized security services like firewalls, IPS/IDS, and web application 
firewalls in the hub to inspect and secure traffic flows between spokes. 

• Leverage the hub as a control point to enforce consistent network policies, routing, and 
access controls across all segmented spoke networks. 

• Utilize network virtual appliances (NVAs) or next-generation firewalls in the hub to 
enable secure communication between spoke networks when needed. 

• Segregate regulated or high-risk workloads into dedicated spoke VNets/VPCs, while still 
allowing controlled access to shared services in the hub.   

• Connect the hub VNet/VPC to on-premises networks or other cloud environments 
through VPN or dedicated connections for hybrid/multi-cloud segmentation. 

 

Other native services examples: 

• Virtual Private Clouds (VPCs) or Virtual Networks (VNets): 
o Create separate VPCs/VNets for different applications, environments 

(dev/test/prod), or business units to isolate them. 
o Leverage subnets within VPCs/VNets to further segment resources based on 

security requirements or traffic patterns. 

• Network Security Groups (NSGs) or Security Groups: 
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o Define granular security rules in NSGs/Security Groups to control inbound and 
outbound traffic between resources within the same VPC/VNet or across 
different segments. 

o Use NSGs/Security Groups to restrict access to sensitive resources or limit 
communication between untrusted segments. 

• Network Access Control Lists (NACLs): 
o Implement NACLs as an additional layer of security to filter traffic to and from 

subnets based on IP addresses and ports. 
o NACLs can be used with NSGs/Security Groups to enforce defense-in-depth 

network segmentation. 

• Service Endpoints or Private Link: 
o Utilize service endpoints or private link connections to securely connect to 

specific cloud services (e.g., storage, databases) without traversing the public 
internet. 

o This approach segments traffic to cloud services, reducing the attack surface and 
potential data exposure. 

• Cloud Service Providers' Native Segmentation Services: 
o Leverage cloud-native services like AWS VPC Peering, Azure Virtual Network 

Peering, or Google Cloud VPC Network Peering to enable controlled connectivity 
between isolated networks. 

o Use services like AWS Transit Gateway, Azure Virtual WAN, or Google Cloud 
Network Topology to create a central transit hub for securely connecting 
multiple VPCs/VNets. 

• Micro-segmentation with Container or Service Mesh: 
o Implement micro-segmentation using container networking solutions like 

Kubernetes Network Policies or service mesh technologies like Istio or Linkerd. 
o This approach enables granular segmentation and secure communication 

between individual microservices or containers within cloud-native applications. 

So, in summary, while the general principles of network segmentation apply, cloud 
segmentation refers explicitly to the implementation of segmentation strategies and 
techniques within cloud computing infrastructures, leveraging cloud-native technologies and 
addressing the unique challenges and requirements of dynamic cloud environments. 
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Application and Data Segmentation 

Using identity awareness and identity segmentation as part of an enterprise segmentation 
strategy can provide significant protection for applications and data, but it may not be 
sufficient. A comprehensive plan should incorporate additional measures tailored explicitly to 
securing applications and data. 

Here's how identity awareness and segmentation contribute to protecting applications and 
data: 

• Identity-based access controls 
o By segmenting users based on their identities, roles, and attributes, 

organizations can implement granular access controls restricting which users can 
access specific applications and data. 

o This aligns with the principle of least privilege, minimizing the attack surface and 
reducing the risk of unauthorized access to sensitive applications and data. 

• Containing lateral movement 
o If an attacker compromises an identity, the segmentation limits their ability to 

move laterally and access other applications or data they shouldn't have access 
to. 

o This containment reduces the potential blast radius of a breach, protecting 
uncompromised applications and data. 

• Compliance and auditing 
o Identity segmentation helps organizations meet compliance requirements for 

data protection (e.g., GDPR, HIPAA) by ensuring proper access controls and audit 
trails for sensitive data. 

o It simplifies auditing by mapping permissions directly to organizational policies 
and business needs. 

However, while identity awareness and segmentation are crucial components, they may not be 
sufficient to protect applications and data fully. Additional measures should be incorporated 
into the enterprise segmentation strategy: 

• Application-level security controls 
o Implementing security controls specific to applications, such as web application 

firewalls (WAFs), runtime application self-protection (RASP), and secure coding 
practices. 

o Segmenting applications based on their risk profiles and applying tailored 
security controls accordingly. 

• Data classification and encryption 
o Classifying data based on sensitivity levels and implementing appropriate 

encryption and data loss prevention (DLP) measures for each classification. 
o Segmenting data storage and access based on these classifications. 
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• Secure software development lifecycle (SDLC) 
o Incorporating security practices throughout the SDLC to identify and mitigate 

application vulnerabilities before deployment. 
o Implementing secure coding practices, code reviews, and security testing. 

• Continuous monitoring and incident response 
o Implementing robust monitoring and logging mechanisms to detect and respond 

to potential threats or unauthorized access attempts targeting applications and 
data. 

o Developing incident response plans specific to application and data breaches. 

Organizations can create a comprehensive enterprise segmentation strategy that effectively 
protects their critical applications, data, and overall IT infrastructure by integrating identity 
awareness and segmentation with these additional application and data security measures. 

 

Access Management 
 

Enforcing access management is a critical component of any enterprise segmentation strategy. 
It guarantees that users, applications, and services are only granted access to the resources 
they need based on their roles, responsibilities, and business requirements. This approach 
aligns with the zero-trust security model, where no implicit trust is granted, and access is 
continuously validated and verified. 

By implementing these access management controls across the segmented network and cloud 
environments, organizations can achieve a granular level of access control, ensuring that 
sensitive data and critical systems are protected from unauthorized access, external threats, 
and insider risks. 

By implementing these controls, organizations can enhance their security posture, protect 
critical assets, and maintain a resilient and compliant IT infrastructure. 

• Identity and Access Management (IAM): 
A robust identity and access management system is fundamental to an effective 
enterprise segmentation strategy. IAM governs who has access to which resources, 
applications, and network segments within the enterprise. Only authorized users and 
entities can access specific segments based on their roles, responsibilities, and the 
principle of least privilege. 

• User and Device Identification: 
The enterprise security strategy must include mechanisms for reliably identifying users 
and devices to enforce segmentation policies and access controls. This could involve 
using alternative identifiers, such as deterministic IDs (e.g., hashed email addresses) or 
probabilistic IDs (e.g., device fingerprinting), as discussed in the search results. 
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• Identity Federation and Single Sign-On (SSO): 
As enterprises adopt cloud services and extend their infrastructure across multiple 
environments, identity federation and SSO become crucial for seamless access to 
resources across segmented domains. The strategy should outline how user identities 
will be managed and authenticated across different segments, ensuring consistent 
access controls and a unified user experience. 

• Data Classification and Identity Mapping: 
The search results highlight the importance of understanding the data you want to 
connect and pinpointing problem areas. In the context of enterprise segmentation, this 
involves classifying data based on sensitivity levels and mapping it to appropriate 
identity and access controls within each segment. The strategy should define data 
classification and identity mapping processes to ensure proper segmentation and 
protection of sensitive information. 

• Identity-based Policies and Monitoring: 
The enterprise security strategy should define identity-based policies and monitoring 
mechanisms for each segmented environment. This includes specifying access rights, 
authentication requirements, and auditing processes based on user and device 
identities. Continuous monitoring and analysis of identity-related events and activities 
are essential for maintaining the integrity of the segmented architecture. 

• Identity Governance and Lifecycle Management: 
As part of the overall governance model, the strategy should outline processes for 
managing the lifecycle of identities, including provisioning, de-provisioning, and periodic 
reviews. This ensures access rights are granted and revoked appropriately, minimizing 
the risk of unauthorized access or orphaned accounts within segmented environments. 

Organizations can implement and maintain a robust enterprise segmentation architecture by 
incorporating identity as a core component of the enterprise security strategy. Identity is the 
foundation for controlling access, enforcing policies, and ensuring appropriate protection for 
sensitive resources across the segmented enterprise infrastructure. 

 

Monitoring and Logging 

Effective monitoring and logging are crucial to an enterprise network segmentation strategy, 

providing visibility, enabling threat detection, and facilitating incident response across the 

segmented environment. A comprehensive monitoring and logging framework should be 

designed to capture and analyze network traffic, user activities, and security events across all 

segmented zones or enclaves. 

Organizations can gain insights into communication patterns, data flows, and potential 

anomalies within and between segmented networks by implementing robust monitoring and 

logging mechanisms. This visibility enables proactive identification of possible threats, 
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unauthorized access attempts, or policy violations that may compromise the integrity of the 

segmentation controls. Additionally, detailed logging and audit trails are essential for 

conducting forensic investigations, root cause analysis, and demonstrating compliance with 

regulatory requirements. Leveraging centralized log management and security information and 

event management (SIEM) solutions can further enhance the organization's ability to correlate 

and analyze data from disparate sources, enabling rapid detection and response to security 

incidents across the segmented infrastructure. By integrating monitoring and logging into the 

overall segmentation strategy, organizations can maintain a proactive security posture, ensure 

the effectiveness of segmentation controls, and minimize the potential impact of security 

breaches. 

Network Segmentation Monitoring and Logging: 

• Deploy Comprehensive Network Monitoring Tools: Implement network monitoring 
solutions that provide visibility across all network segments and traffic flows. This allows 
for detecting unauthorized access attempts, suspicious activities, and potential threats 
within each isolated segment. 

• Leverage Security Information and Event Management (SIEM): Utilize SIEM systems to 
collect and analyze log data from various sources like firewalls, intrusion 
detection/prevention systems (IDS/IPS), and security event logs across all network 
segments. SIEMs help uncover potential threats and generate alerts for prompt incident 
response. 

• Implement Robust Logging Solutions: Establish comprehensive mechanisms within each 
network segment to capture essential security-related events, traffic patterns, and user 
activities. Ensure logs are securely stored and protected from unauthorized access or 
tampering. 

• Define Log Retention Policies: Establish log retention policies that align with compliance 
requirements and ensure vital log data is retained appropriately to facilitate analysis and 
incident investigation. 

• Conduct Regular Log Reviews and Audits: Orchestrate periodic reviews and audits of 
log data across all network segments to identify potential misconfigurations, access 
control issues, or security weaknesses. Adjust the segmentation strategy as needed 
based on these reviews. 
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Cloud Segmentation Monitoring and Logging: 

• Leverage Cloud-Native Monitoring Services: Utilize cloud service providers' native 
monitoring and logging services (e.g., AWS CloudTrail, Azure Monitor, Google Cloud 
Logging) to capture and analyze activity logs, resource changes, and security events 
within each cloud segment. 

• Integrate with SIEM Solutions: Feed cloud logs and monitor data into your 
organization's SIEM solution for centralized analysis, correlation, and threat detection 
across on-premises and cloud environments. 

• Implement Cloud Security Posture Management (CSPM): Deploy CSPM tools to 
continuously monitor and assess the security posture of your cloud segments, including 
misconfigurations, policy violations, and potential vulnerabilities. 

• Automate Log Collection and Analysis: Leverage automation and orchestration tools to 
streamline log collection, processing, and analysis across cloud segments, ensuring 
efficient and scalable monitoring and logging operations. 

• Establish Alerting and Incident Response Processes: Define precise alerting 
mechanisms and incident response processes for security events detected within cloud 
segments, enabling prompt investigation and mitigation of potential threats. 

Both network and cloud segmentation monitoring and logging strategies should align with your 
organization's overall security policies, compliance requirements, and risk management 
framework. Regular reviews, audits, and adjustments to these strategies are crucial to 
maintaining an effective and resilient enterprise segmentation architecture in the face of 
evolving threats and changing business needs. 
 
 
Incident Response 
 
Effective incident response begins with robust monitoring and logging practices. Organizations 
can quickly detect anomalies and potential security incidents by continuously collecting and 
analyzing data from all network segments. Security Information and Event Management (SIEM) 
systems are critical for aggregating logs from various sources, such as firewalls, intrusion 
detection systems, and endpoint security solutions. These systems use advanced correlation 
and pattern recognition to identify suspicious activities that may indicate a security breach. 
Once an anomaly is detected, the SIEM generates alerts, providing the security team with the 
necessary information to investigate further. This real-time visibility allows network activities to 
be immediately identified in the affected segments and the nature of the threat. 
The incident response process is initiated upon detection of a potential security incident. This 
involves a coordinated effort among security personnel to contain, eradicate, and recover from 
the incident. The first step is to isolate the compromised segment to prevent lateral movement 
of the threat. Detailed logs and monitoring data are analyzed to understand the scope and 
impact of the breach. Endpoint Detection and Response (EDR) tools are deployed to scrutinize 
affected devices, while Network Access Control (NAC) systems ensure that only authorized 
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devices have access to sensitive areas. During this phase, continuous monitoring helps assess 
the effectiveness of the containment measures. After eradicating the threat, forensic analysis is 
conducted to determine the root cause and to implement necessary security controls, ensuring 
similar incidents do not recur. This comprehensive approach, leveraging robust monitoring and 
logging, ensures swift incident response and effective remediation, safeguarding the 
organization's assets and data. 
 

Compromised Segment 

 

Identifying a compromised segment in an isolated network involves multiple steps and tools 

working together to provide visibility and detect malicious activities.  

Figure X. 

 

 

Here's the workflow diagram illustrating the step-by-step process for identifying a 

compromised network segment: 

1. Initial Detection 
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• Utilize SIEM or NDR tools to generate alerts for suspicious activity. 

2. Correlation and Analysis 

• Correlate logs from various segments using SIEM to identify patterns indicative of a 

compromise. 

3. Isolate Suspicious Activity 

• Drill down into specific segments with micro-segmentation tools and IDPS logs to 

narrow down the affected area. 

4. Endpoint Analysis 

• Use EDR tools to check endpoints within the suspected segment for malware and 

malicious activity. 

5. NAC Verification 

• Confirm which devices accessed the compromised segment through NAC logs. 

6. Behavioral Insights 

• Leverage AI/ML tools to further analyze and validate suspicious activities within the 

segment. 

7. Incident Response 

• Use an incident response platform to manage and coordinate the investigation, 

confirming the compromised segment. 

8. Forensic Investigation 

• Conduct a thorough forensic analysis to understand the scope and impact, ensuring 

comprehensive remediation. 

 

Each step involves specific tools and actions to progressively narrow down and identify the 
compromised segment, ensuring a systematic and thorough investigation. 
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10. Implementation Roadmap 
 

With a comprehensive enterprise segmentation strategy in place, it is time to develop a 
detailed implementation roadmap to bring this strategy to fruition. The implementation 
roadmap serves as a blueprint for deploying segmentation controls across the organization, 
ensuring a structured, well-coordinated approach that minimizes disruptions while maximizing 
security enhancements. 

A phased approach for deploying segmentation controls across the enterprise 

Implementing enterprise segmentation controls will follow a phased approach to ensure a 
smooth transition and minimize disruptions to ongoing operations.  
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Resource requirements and budget considerations 

Implementing an enterprise segmentation strategy requires significant resource allocation and 
careful budget planning. Essential resource requirements include skilled personnel, network 
architects, security engineers, and project managers, who will design, implement, and maintain 
the segmentation controls. Additionally, investments in hardware and software solutions, such 
as firewalls, network segmentation appliances, cloud security tools, and identity and access 
management platforms, will be necessary. The budget should also include training and 
awareness programs for users and IT personnel. Regular assessments and updates to the 
segmentation architecture may require ongoing operational expenditures. A detailed cost 
analysis and budgeting process will be conducted to ensure adequate resources are allocated 
throughout the implementation and maintenance phases. 

 

Training and awareness programs for users and IT personnel 

Effective implementation of enterprise segmentation controls relies heavily on user awareness 
and IT personnel training. A comprehensive training program will be developed to educate 
users on the importance of segmentation, the principles of least-privilege access, and their 
roles and responsibilities in maintaining a secure environment. IT personnel, including network 
administrators, security analysts, and incident response teams, will receive in-depth technical 
training on deploying, configuring, and managing segmentation technologies and incident 
response procedures specific to segmented environments. Regular awareness campaigns and 
refresher training sessions will be conducted to reinforce best practices and ensure ongoing 
compliance with segmentation policies and procedures. 

By following a phased approach, allocating appropriate resources and budget, and investing in 
training and awareness programs, organizations can implement and maintain a robust 
enterprise segmentation strategy, enhancing their overall security posture and protecting 
critical assets across their network and cloud infrastructure. 
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11. Conclusion 
 

Implementing a comprehensive enterprise segmentation strategy is no longer an option but a 
necessity. By segmenting network and cloud environments, organizations can effectively limit 
the potential impact of security incidents, protect critical assets and sensitive data, and ensure 
compliance with industry regulations and standards. 

This strategy guide has outlined a detailed approach to developing and implementing an 
enterprise segmentation strategy encompassing the entire IT infrastructure, including on-
premises data centers, cloud platforms, and remote access solutions. Through a thorough gap 
analysis, organizations can comprehensively understand their current state, identify 
vulnerabilities, and develop a roadmap for optimizing their segmentation posture. 

By adopting the strategies and best practices outlined in this whitepaper, organizations can 
realize numerous benefits, including: 

• Enhanced data protection and regulatory compliance by isolating sensitive data and 
systems into highly secured segments. 

• Reduced risk of lateral movement and containment of potential breaches within 
affected segments, minimizing the overall impact. 

• Improved access control and implementation of the principle of least privilege, reducing 
the attack surface and mitigating unauthorized access risks. 

• Optimized security monitoring and incident response through focused efforts within 
isolated segments, enabling faster threat detection and response times. 

• Alignment with industry best practices and security frameworks, such as zero trust and 
defense-in-depth, demonstrating a commitment to maintaining a robust security 
posture. 

• Increased network and cloud performance by separating traffic based on business 
functions and resource demands, ensuring critical applications receive necessary 
bandwidth and resources. 

• Facilitation of scalability and agility through segmentation strategies that support 
dynamic environments, leveraging automation and orchestration for consistent policy 
enforcement. 

Implementing an effective enterprise segmentation strategy is a continuous process that 
requires ongoing monitoring, evaluation, and adaptation to evolving threats and business 
needs. By involving cross-functional teams, including network administrators, security 
professionals, compliance experts, and stakeholders from relevant business units, organizations 
can ensure a holistic and comprehensive approach to segmentation. 
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Call to Action: 

Organizations must take proactive steps toward implementing an enterprise segmentation 
strategy. By doing so, they can fortify their defenses against cyber threats, protect their critical 
assets and data, and maintain a strong security posture while optimizing performance and 
enabling scalability across their diverse IT environments. 

We encourage all organizations to prioritize this initiative and allocate the necessary resources 
to conduct a thorough gap analysis, develop a comprehensive segmentation strategy, and 
implement the recommended security controls and best practices. By acting now, organizations 
can stay ahead of evolving threats, mitigate risks, and ensure the long-term security and 
resilience of their network and cloud infrastructure. 
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End of Document. 
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12. Appendix 1 - Implementation Roadmap 
 

Phased Approach for Deploying Segmentation Controls Across the Enterprise 

We will adopt a phased approach for systematic implementation and gradual refinement to 
ensure a successful deployment of segmentation controls across our enterprise. This approach 
is designed to minimize disruption to operations while maximizing security enhancements. 

• Phase 1: Planning and Preparation 
o Objective: Define segmentation strategy and establish project goals. 
o Activities: 

▪ Conduct a gap analysis to identify the current state and desired 
outcomes. 

▪ Develop segmentation policies and guidelines. 
▪ Establish roles and responsibilities for segmentation implementation. 

• Phase 2: Pilot Deployment 
o Objective: Test segmentation controls in a controlled environment. 
o Activities: 

▪ Select pilot segments (e.g., less critical areas or departments). 
▪ Deploy segmentation controls (e.g., firewalls, IAM policies). 
▪ Monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of controls. 

• Phase 3: Full Deployment 
o Objective: Roll out segmentation controls across the entire enterprise. 
o Activities: 

▪ Segment network and cloud environments according to defined policies. 
▪ Implement access controls and monitoring mechanisms. 
▪ Conduct comprehensive testing and validation. 

• Phase 4: Optimization and Continuous Improvement 
o Objective: Fine-tune segmentation controls and processes for maximum 

efficiency and security. 
o Activities: 

▪ Perform regular audits and assessments of segmentation effectiveness. 
▪ Update policies and controls based on findings and emerging threats. 
▪ Implement automation to streamline segmentation management. 
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Resource Requirements and Budget Considerations 

Deploying segmentation controls across the enterprise requires adequate resources and budget 
allocations to ensure successful implementation and ongoing management. 

• Resources: 
o Personnel: Dedicated project team, including IT, security, and compliance 

experts. 
o Tools: Segmentation tools (e.g., firewalls, network monitoring tools, IAM 

systems). 
o Infrastructure: Upgraded network and cloud infrastructure where necessary. 

• Budget Considerations: 
o Initial Investment: Costs associated with acquiring necessary tools and 

infrastructure. 
o Operational Expenses: Ongoing costs for maintenance, updates, and monitoring. 
o Training and Awareness Programs: Budget for training programs to ensure all 

personnel understand and adhere to new policies and procedures. 

Training and Awareness Programs for Users and IT Personnel 

Training and awareness programs are critical to successfully implementing segmentation 
controls and ensuring compliance across the organization. 

• Program Objectives: 
o Educate Users: Train users on new access procedures and security protocols. 
o Empower IT Personnel: Provide specialized training on segmentation tools and 

best practices for IT teams. 
o Promote Awareness: Raise awareness about the importance of segmentation in 

enhancing security and protecting sensitive data. 
• Implementation Approach: 

o Develop customized training modules for different user groups (e.g., end-users, 
IT administrators). 

o Conduct regular workshops and seminars to update personnel on segmentation 
policies and best practices. 

o Provide user guides and online training modules to support ongoing education. 

 

 

 
 
 

 



www.isaunited.org 
info@ISAUnited.org 
Houston, TX 

/isaunited 

 ISAU-SG-201-v1.2024-ESS 

 

 

Page 41 of 41 
 
 

 

Enterprise Segmentation 
Strategy Guide 

Document: ISAU-FAM-201-v1.2024-ESS 
 

 

 

 


